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Kam (anwdm): some background
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* Sub-level isolate of Adamawa(-Ubangi-
Gbaya-Gur-...) (or North Volta-Congo),
Niger-Congo ... ?

* Previously published research:
practically nothing (about 150 words
collected in Meek 1931 and in
Kleinewillinghofer 2015)

* This project: a grammar and lexicon
(currently 1,350 items) of Kam, PhD
project, third year just started.

Classification ©

¥ |Atlantic-Congo (1435)
p Gola
> Limba (2)
Mansoanka
> Mel (10)
P> North-Central Atlantic (51)
¥ |Volta-Congo (1370)
P Benue-Congo (990)
Ega
P Kru (38)
> Kwa Volta-Congo (81)
¥ [North Volta-Congo (255)|
P Bua-Kim-Day (15)
P Cameroun-Ubangian (102)
p Gbaya-Manza-Ngbaka (14)
> Gur (110)
Kam @
p Senufo (13)

P Unclassified Volta-Congo (5)




The language and its speakers (nInwom)

Some 20,000-25,000 speakers in some 27 villages
ldentify with Jukun people (Kororofa kingdom)
Close association with Jirim (Chamba Daka)

Other groups in the environment
* Mumuye (Adamawa)
* Hausa and Fulani
* Recently: Goza refugees from Borno (Glavda, Chadic)
 Commercial: Tiv, Yendang, other groups from the area...

Actual affiliation:
* Benue-Congo?
e Jukun?
e Adamawa?
e Other?
* For now: Niger-Congo as a practical classification.



Tense, aspect, and modality

* Tense = temporal location of an event (sequence of events relative to
the time of utterance or relative to one another)

future, past, present

* Aspect = internal structure of an event
completion, rhythm, duration, frequency

* Mood = factuality of an event (Narrog 2005, 2012)
desire, certainty, conditionality, capability

* Both ‘verbal’ categories — marked on or around verbs — and ‘clausal’
ones (also in non-verbal clauses)



TAM expressions in clauses

 Syntactic make-up of (simple) verbal clauses:

S r1 (PROG) V |a (PF) V hin (NEG) |y1(Q)
ayi (RES) ka (COND)
S i (PROG) |V | (FUT) V |0 |V(FUT)? | a(PF) |hin (NEG) |yi(Q)
ka (COND)
S ki (NEG) |V 0 ga (NEG)
* No verbal TAM marking in non-verbal clauses (existential,

presentative, nominal and adjectival predication, possession)



Five minutes of everything

Marked on or around verb

Marked in clause or sentence

Five minutes of Mood

(1) Imperative mood (tone)

(4) Interrogative mood (yi)
[Conditional mood (ka)]
(5) ‘desire’ (wurz®)

[Ability (masI)]

Five minutes of Aspect

(2) Progressive aspect (r1_)
(3) Resultative aspect (_ayi)
(6) Perfective aspect? (_a)

[Durative (repetition)]
(6) Perfective aspect? (a)

Five minutes of Tense

[Non-future tense (unmarked)]
(7) Future tense (_tone)
(7) Future tense (reduplication)

(7) Future tense (repetition)




(1) Imperatives

* S role not necessarily expressed

e Tonal marking: ‘non-imperative’ (M) vs. imperative (lexical tone) mood

Declarative (Perfective) > M-M Imperative = Lexical tone (L-L)

a jéri nun a jeri nuan!

25Glook  bird PF look  bird

‘You look at the bird. ‘Look at the bird!’ yd
Imperative with M tone Imperative with either tone

nin misi! mél!l  or mel!

drink again swallow



(1) Imperatives: negation

* bipartite negation construction: kI ... ga; separate-melody2

k1 nim ga!
NEG eat NEG
‘Don’t eat!’

(nim = L underlyingly; M tone spread)

nyo k1 was u ga.
2PL NEG forget  3SG NEG
‘(The person that told the story,) don’t you forget him!’

(wasi = L-M underlyingly, M tone spread + rightward shift/push of underlying L tone)



(2) Progressive aspect

* Form:
* Preverbal rt morpheme: S + rf + V (rI is also comitative)
awd r mom  [ag
3SG PROG laugh laugh
‘He is laughing’

* 1st and second person: low tone pronouns n and a
a rr m>m  [ag
25G.PROG PROG laugh laugh
‘You are laughing’



(2) Use of progressive aspect construction

* Imperfective

gagi amira nya ri sin sisira  gi yi°?
what sibling  25G.POSS PROG do now what Q
‘What is your brother doing right now?’

* Habitual
ko kI birT mind, n rr nyéb  fig akapti®
?  TEMP time that 1SG.PROG PROG go farm morning

‘' usually go to the farm in the morning.’



* Topicalization of an event

u rr din U fak, U
3SG PROG meet 3SG farm 3SG

yib
ask

‘As he met him on the farm, he asked him (about it).

* Intention?

nyo dig nyr nim-i  hin ka,
2PL see thing eat-NLZ NEG COND
‘If you don’t see food, won’t you go to school?’

nyo
2PL

35G

r1
PROG

nyébi  makaranta
g0 school

hin?
NEG



* Volitive/dynamic modality construction

n r wiarft  man
1SG.PROG PROG accept il
‘I need oil.” (My oil is finished.)

kom a, I r warl kiba tam a
place PROX  1PL PROG accept COMP grow PF
‘We want this place to grow.’



(3) Resultative aspect/derivation

* Event is construed as a resulting state. This can be viewed as an instance of adjectivization.

o V+ayi
awd kpat-ayi
35G tire-RES

‘He is tired.

* Resultative vs. perfective

Resultative VS.

awdu veE? ayi
3SG die RES
‘He is dead.

grmsi ‘tear’ - gIm-ayi ‘torn’

Perfective
awd VE? a asa?
3SG die PF year

‘He died that year’

(0
DIST



(4) Polar interrogatives

* Optional particle y1? (Conflicting intuitions + tones)

m pI din nyo kada (yi)?
1SG come  meet 2PL well (Q)?
‘Did | meet you well?’

a di?’1 mpwo mi a yi, Babangida?
2SG see monkey certain PF Q Babangida
‘Did you see any monkeys, Babangida?’

* Without yi: either no audible difference, or falling tone becomes level

ayr tir ayr tor
3PL fall.FUT.Q 3PL fall.FUT
‘Will they fall?’ ‘They will fall.’



(5) Need and desire: wuri®

e (r1)+wurr°+ N

n r wir man
1SG.PROG PROG accept oil
‘I need oil.” (My oil is finished.)

or (r1) + wurt® + kiba + complement clause

kom a, I rr wiart kiba tam
place PROX 1PL PROG accept COMP  grow
‘We want this place to grow.

n rr wirl kiba ] nan Atam
1SG PROG accept COMP 1SG drink medicine
‘I have to take my medication.

15SG.POSS



(5) Need and desire: some comments

* wurz®is a regular verb with a very broad meaning: ‘accept, love,
desire, need, like’

 Typically, a progressive aspect construction (see later) is used. But this
is only obligatory in on case so far:
a r1 warl na ni?
2SG.IPF  IPF accept that thing?
‘Do you accept this?’ (when bargaining)
(03-05-2018, elicitation)
* kiba’ is elsewhere translated as ‘when’, ‘since’, ‘because’, but never
very clearly - what is its meaning and function?



(6) Perfective aspect

 Postverbal particle/clitic a

awdu ve? a asa’? 0
3SG die PF year DIST
‘He died that year’

* Following the first verb in a series of verbs

ika nka tar a pE
thenthunder fall PF come
‘Then, thunder fell down.’



* Following the second verb in a series of verbs

ayi pé bén a ji I dibi ka,
3PL come  say PF ? COMPL be here
‘When they came and said now that it (the food) is here...

* Following all verbs in a series of verbs

ayr sI kab a jor a.
3PL then drop PF descend PF
‘... they (the children) raced down.’



* Following the patient role

nya a
thing.PROX 2SG

‘The thing you did, it made me angry.

I VEIT
IMPRS kill
‘The king was killed.

awan, I
king IMPRS
‘The king was killed!

SIn
do

wan
king

VEr
kill

a,
PF

a
PF

u
35G

féb
anger

SIIT
away

tarr m
happen 1SG
SIrT

away



* Following the last role/NP of the clause: location ...

nka yi tor pE ITb bér a
thunder leave fall come head tree PF
‘Thunder fell on the tree!

* theme ...
nyr y0 din a tas u Wam a
people PL lowlands PROX  show 3SG Kam PF

‘The southern people taught him Kam.



* |s it sometimes optional?

U nmgbab U KT bun
3SG shoot 3SG INSTR  arrow
‘He shot him with an arrow.’

wo gbébr ci gban
dog beat child female
‘The dog bit the girl.

abans fart
life close
‘She died’



(7) Future tense

* Different constructions, but functional differences are not clear
 Partial reduplication
* Floating L tone after verb
* Repetition of the verb



(7) Future 1: partial reduplication

a Zuzziba dudd>?5 kom  gimnati yi°?
25G steal:FUT? see:FUT place government Q
‘Would you ever steal from the government?’

(session_286, elicitation)

nyi ngwab ngwab VIVVE?PT yi WE, aléng mi
people all all die:FUT leave here sun INDEF
‘Everybody will die some day.’

(05-06-2018, elicitation)

nm gbinmgbani
1SG arrive:FUT
‘I will arrive’

(24-04-2018, elicitation)



(7) Future 2: floating L tone after verb

awdi kIm  mfam (cp. awd kim mfam a)
35G eat meat

‘He will eat meat!
(whatsapp session, elicitation)

u bib dam a ka,
3SG come.out menstrual.blood PF COND
a déb  nyi zirak yagqg.

25G buy thing:FUT soup carry

‘When she starts menstruating, you will buy and carry soup ingredients.’
(session_076, text)



(7) Future 3: repetition of the verb

i cigr nydg cugr [Tb
1PL do work do head
‘We will work on a book’

nti yib u a: “awa,
snail ask 3SG PF friend

‘The snail said: “friend, friend, we will sleep.”

awdi dibi tom dubi
3SG write message write
‘He will write a message.
(05-06-2018, elicitation)

lakume
book

V.4

awa”,

friend

14

V4

"

/

1PL

ld

sleep

V4

lu.

sleep



Ssummary

Marked on or around verb

Marked in clause or sentence

Mood (1) Imperative mood (tone) (4) Interrogative mood (yi)
[Conditional mood (ka)]
(5) ‘desire’ (wurt®)
[Ability (masI)]
Aspect (2) Progressive aspect (r1_) [Durative (repetition)]
(3) Resultative aspect (_ayi) (6) Perfective aspect? (a)
(6) Perfective aspect? (_a)
Tense [Non-future tense (unmarked)] (7) Future tense (repetition)

(7) Future tense (_tone)
(7) Future tense (reduplication)




Issues to investigate further

* a marker: perfective aspect, or other function(s)? How do | tease
these apart?

* A bunch of functionally similar (?) future tense constructions
* Adverbial modifiers of tense, aspect, mood, evidentiality, mirativity



