Tonal changes in inalienable possessive
constructions and nominal compounds in
Wam (Kugama)
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Overview

General information on Wam

. Possessive  constructions and nominal
compounds in Wam

Tonal changes involved in the formation of
inalienable possessive constructions and
nominal compounds in Wam
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Previous research on Wam

* First field trip conducted in Yola, the capital of Adamawa
State, in January 2014 as part of research for my BA and later
for my MA theses at St. Petersburg State University, Russia

* Second fieldwork mission to Wam communities in March —
June 2017, and third (but not last) during April — May 2018
as part of my PhD project from Labex EFL (project LC2
“Areal phenomena in northern sub-Saharan Africa”)



General features of Wam

3 contrastive level tones
Nasalized vowels
Vowel length (?)
Labio-velar kp, gb
Implosives b, d

SVO



Types of possessive constructions (PC)

Type of construction POSSESSOR Word-order

Inalienable Proper Name [POSSESSEE — POSSESSOR]
Common Name

Alienable Proper Name [POSSESSEE + -RI + POSSESSOR]

Common Name

gbaa Ziuri ‘horn of Zuri’ (gb€i ‘horn’, Ziuri (female name))

dzé-r1 Ziri ‘dog of Zuri’ (dzéi ‘dog’)



Types of possessive constructions

Type of construction POSSESSOR Word-order
Inalienable Proper Name [POSSESSEE — POSSESSOR]

Common Name
+nom. compounds

Alienable Proper Name [POSSESSEE + -RI + POSSESSOR]

Common Name

Head noun of inalienable PC / First element of nominal compound
(NC):

CVi CVN

CVkV CV(V)



Inalienable possessive construction
with a proper name

POSSESSEE POSSESSOR — PROPER NAME
béi ‘stomach’ baa Ali ‘stomach of Ali’
z€i ‘leg’ zaa Alf ‘leg of Ali’

pui puo Ali ‘face of Ali’



Inalienable possessive construction
with a common name

POSSESSEE POSSESSOR — COMMON NAME
béi ‘stomach’ '6aa naaki ‘stomach of the cow’
z€i ‘leg’ zaa naaki ‘leg of the cow’
pui ‘face’ pUU naaki ‘face of the cow’

6aa Lukpéwa ‘stomach of Lukpewa (NHUM)’ (e.g. Lukpewa is a dog)
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CVi stem with H lexical tone
as a head noun of inalienable PC
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CVi stem as a head noun of inalienable PC
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‘I saw [the] stomach of the cow here’
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CVi stem as the first element of the NC

with H lexical tone
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CVi stem with M lexical tone
as a head noun of the inalienable PC (z€1 ‘leg’)
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Inalienable possessive construction

POSSESSEE POSSESSOR — PROPER NAME
béi ‘stomach’ baa Ali ‘stomach of Ali’

z€i ‘leg’ zaa Alf ‘leg of Ali’

pui pdo Alf ‘face of Ali’
POSSESSEE POSSESSOR — COMMON NAME
béi ‘stomach’ '644 nadki | ‘stomach of the cow’
zgi ‘leg’ zaa naaki | ‘leg of the cow’

puUi puU naaki | ‘face of the cow’




h3i ‘calabash’
gbéi ‘horn’
pui ‘hole’
pui ‘hole’

yei ‘wind’

CVi stem as the first element of NC

k31 ‘neck’
naaki ‘cow’
k31 ‘neck’
mée ‘water’

lye ‘rain’

*h k51 ‘larynx, Adam's apple’
*gba4 ndaki ‘cow horn’

put k31 ‘throat’

puu még ‘well’

yaa lyé ‘storm’



CVN stem as a head noun of inalienable PC

ton ‘father’ Ziri (female name)

ton Ziri ‘father of Zuri (HUM)’
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CVkV stem as a head noun of inalienable PC

noke ‘daughter’ Ziri (female name)
ndd Zuri ‘daughter of Zuri (HUM)’

ndd Zuri ‘daughter of Zuri (NHUM)’

dyéké ‘house’ Lukpéwa (female name)
dyée Lukpéwa ‘house of Lukpewa (HUM)’
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CVKkV stem as the first element of NC

dyéké ‘house’ mar€ ‘abundance’

* pd N —
dyé marg ‘polygamy’
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noke ‘daughter’

nd yeny ‘sister’

Fréjuctn¢iighiz)
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CVkV stem as the first element of NC.
Rising L before the upstepped H

yen ‘mother’

yen ‘mother’

nd yen ‘sister’

™d 'yépy yen ‘mother’s sister’
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CV(V) stem as the first element of NC.
Rising L before the upstepped H

te(€) ‘place’ laaki ‘fishing’
tye 144ki ‘fish dam’

te(€) ‘place’ Ui ‘head’ gdm ? ("a gdm ‘grave’)

tyé 'd gdm ‘cemetery’

h3(3) ‘food’ nai ‘mouth’ kai ‘trunk?’ ("pa kai ‘heart’)

h33 'a kai ‘liver’

s¢ ‘thing’ nai ‘mouth’ kpaa ‘direction’

s€ 'na kpa ‘doorway cover’



CV(V) stem as the first element of NC.
Rising L before the upstepped H

s¢ ‘thing’ nai ‘mouth’ mdki ‘river’
s€ 'na mdku ‘tale’
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daa ‘sheep’

gbang ‘horse

t33 ‘chicken’

bJ

kiim ‘body hair’

bum ‘room’

Fréjuen¢ighiz)

Rising L before the upstepped H

baa ‘herd, flock’

baa ‘herd, flock’
baa ‘herd, flock’
ndi ‘eye’

pe€eri ‘straw’

'daa baa ‘sheep of the herd’

gba'né baa ‘horse of the herd’
't35 baa ‘chicken of the flock’
'ktim ndi ‘eyelash’

'btim pééri ‘roundhouse’
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Future research

* Other stem shapes

* Alienably possessed nouns (not kinship terms and
body-parts)

* Alienable possessive constructions
* Tone melodies of nouns
* Tone rules

Thank you!



