
 

                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

WORKSHOP 
 

Disentangling Zambezi Valley population history:  

 Why historians need linguists (and vice versa)  

 

 
Organizers: OriKunda project (ANR-22-CE54-0009), led by Rozenn Guérois (LLACAN CNRS) 
Date : 13-14 May 2024 
Venue : LLACAN CNRS, 7 rue Guy Môquet, 94800 Villejuif 
Online Zoom link : 
https://cnrs.zoom.us/j/92716606078?pwd=NytXQXp0R3JqeXEwdzJ0ZUdKNmJRQT09 
ID de réunion: 927 1660 6078 
Code secret: 1nda03 

 
 
 
 
List of speakers (alphabetical order): 
 

• Koen Bostoen (professor, U Ghent) 

• Magdalena Chambel (postdoc, CNRS LLACAN)  

• Natalia Chousou-Polydouri (postdoc, U Zurich) 

• Maud Devos (researcher, Royal Museum for Central Afrique, Tervuren) 

• Sekai Goche (PhD, UNISA, Pretoria) 

• Rozenn Guérois (researcher, CNRS LLACAN)  

• Hilde Gunnink (postdoc, U Ghent) 

• Brandon Kieffer (PhD, U Edinburgh) 

• Ignatius Mabasa (research associate, Rhodes U) 

• Reggemore Marongedze (lecturer, U Zimbabwe) 

• Edward Ntonda (PhD, CNRS LLACAN/U Paris Nanterre & UGent)  

• Sóstenes Rego (postdoc, Centre of African Studies, U Porto)  

• Eugénia Rodrigues (professor, Centre of History, U Lisbon) 

• Nina van der Vlugt (PhD, U Ghent)  

• Jeffrey Wills (professor, Lviv Catholic University) 
• Aron Zahran (PhD, CNRS LLACAN/Inalco & UGent)  

https://cnrs.zoom.us/j/92716606078?pwd=NytXQXp0R3JqeXEwdzJ0ZUdKNmJRQT09


Monday 13 May 

9:30-10:30 Rozenn Guérois The OriKunda project: Presentation, objectives and update 

coffee break 

11–11:30 
Reggemore Marongedze 
(online)  

Possible areas of research on Chikunda: Personal insights 

11:30–12 Sekai Goche (online) Distinctives of Chikunda cultural history 

12-12:30 Sóstenes Rego (online) 
Some general terms from the Nyungwe lexicon associated 
with the aCikunda 

lunch break 

14–14:30 
Eugénia Rodrigues 
 

The achikunda on the Zambezi prazos: history and 
historiography 

14:30–15 
Magdalena Chambel 
 

Negros, escravos, escravaturas... Searching for the Chikunda 
in the portuguese archival documents from the 19th century 

coffee break 

15:30–16 Jeffrey Wills (online) “Strong Y” in Southern Bantu 

16–16:30 
Koen Bostoen, Edward 
Ntonda & Aron Zahran 

“Strong Y” in Chikunda 

16:30–
17:15 
 

Brandon Kieffer (online) 
Edward Ntonda & Koen 
Bostoen 

- The realizations of Bantu Spirantization in the Zambezi area 
- Patterns of Bantu Spirantization in Chikunda (N42) 

19:30  
dinner @ Les Artizans 

30 Rue Montorgueil, 75001 Paris 

Tuesday 14 May 

9:30–10 
Natalia Chousou-
Polydouri & Nina van 
der Vlugt 

Lexical phylogenies and the languages of the Zambezi valley 

10–10:30 Nina van der Vlugt 
When history doesn’t make sense: the case of Shona 
languages 

coffee break 

11–11:30 
Ignatius Mabasa 
(online) 

There’s Zulu in my Korekore: Investigating Nguni loanwords 
in the Korekore translation of the Gospel of John 

11:30–12 Maud Devos Shangaji: a case of Makhua/Swahili language intertwinement 

12-12:30 
Hilde Gunnink 
 

Ethnonyms as windows into the past: untangling past and 
present contacts in Ngamiland, Botswana 

lunch break 

14–14:30 Aron Zahran  Preliminary observations on the Chikunda noun class system 

14:30–15 Rozenn Guérois Discussions, perspectives, calendar 

coffee break and farewell 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x47e66e185f839aff:0xbe668003215b9888?sa=X&ved=1t:8290&ictx=111

