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1.0 General Information on the family

1.1 Geography, Population, Neighbour

The Igbo language is spoken homogenously in five south-eastern states of Nigeria, namely:
Abia, Anambra, Ebonyi, Enugu and Imo. Igbo speakers are also found in parts of Rivers and
Delta States in the south-south zone of Nigeria. Neighbours of the Igbo include the Igala, Tiv
and ldoma to the north; the Anaang, Ibibio, Efik, to the south-east; the Urhobo, Isoko, Edo to the
south-west and the ljaw and Ogoni to the south-south delta areas. Wikipedia (2012) gives 27
million as the number of Igbo speakers.

1.2 (Pre) historic migrations and language contacts

Many Igbos believe that they are of Hebrew origin, being one of the lost tribes of Israel. Afigho
(2000:12) however says that the Igbo are a negro people, originating in Africa, somewhere south
of the latitude of Arselam and Khartoum. They later spread along the Niger-Benue confluence
area with other groups.

1.3 History of scholarship

Following her discovery that speech varieties hitherto referred to as Igbo were more diverse than
had formally been realized, Williamson (1973) embarked upon a first reconstruction of these
speech varieties into what she termed Proto-Lower Niger. In 1984 Prof. Kay Williamson invited
her Ph.D student, Chinyere Ohiri-Aniche to join in the reconstruction of what came to be known
as Comparative Igboid. Unfortunately, the Comparative Igboid work could not quite be
finished and published before the demise of Prof. Kay Williamson in 2005. One of the main
reasons is the great diversity in the numerous speech varieties, whereby new data often
necessitated a return to the drawing board.

1.4 External classification

Williamson (1989:261-2) classified Igboid (Lower Niger) as one of the coordinate branches of
(New) Benue-Congo while Williamson and Blench (2000:31) classified Igboid under West
Benue-Congo.



1.5 Internal classification, lexicostatistics and glottochronology

Williamson proposed the first internal classification of what she now termed ‘Lower-Niger’
languages based on lexicostatistics. The 1973 work saw a split of Igbo into the following
languages. Ekpeye, Ikwere, Ogba, Igbo, Ukwuani, Tka and Izii. Lower-Niger was criticized by
some scholars such as Onwuejeogwu (1977) as historically and phonologically superficial.
Manfredi (1982:175-195) suggested the term “Igboid’ for ‘those speech forms proximate to an
Igbo centre’. Manfredi (1989) used phonological innovations to arrive at sub-grouping of Igboid.
The term “Igboid’, in turn, has been criticised in many quarters, such as Emenanjo (2001:37)
who sees it as continued attempt to bulkanize the Igbo language. Egbokhare et al. (2000:40)
described the Igbo speech forms as belonging to an Igbo cluster. Ohiri-Aniche (2011:439) used
the modified Swadesh (1955) 100 word list to compare Onicha and Owere, two undisputedly
Igbo dialects with Ekpeye, Ikwere, Ukwuani and Izii, which are speech forms in controversy.
Cognation scores recorded were Onicha/Ekpeye 76.34 percent; Onicha/lkwere 81.63 percent;
Onicha/Owere 97 percent; Onicha/lzii 94 percent and Onicha/Ukwuani 91.91 percent. She then
observed that these results were clearly within the 70% to 80% range of cognacy suggested both
in Hansford et al. (1976:115-124) for recognition of language and dialect clusters respectively.
This informed the title of this work as ‘Reconstructing the Igbo Cluster’

No internal glottochronology analysis has been carried out on the Igbo speech varieties.
Armstrong (1967:12), however, used glottochronological findings to suggest that the Igho
language has separated from its sister languages such as Yoruba and Edo for between 4000-6000
years.

2.0 Proto-language phonology reconstruction

Discussion of the phonology of the Igbo cluster will be based mainly on the following lects, each
of which has distinct phonological properties: Ekpeyel!, Ogbakiri (Ikwere), Owere, Onicha,
Ukwuani, and Izhii. Other lects will be brought into the discussion as necessary.

2.1 Phonetic inventory

Synchronically, up to seventy-five consonants and twenty-four vowels are heard across the Igho
cluster lects. The consonants include plosives, implosives, affricates, fricatives, nasals, laterals
and approximants. In some lects such as Owere and Qhnuhnu, some of the consonants occur
aspirated or breathy-voiced having developed from nasal syllables. A strong influence on Igbo
consonants is double vowels; the environment — IV often results in palatalization and
spirantisation, while — UV results in labialisation. The distinction between lenis and non-lenis
consonants reported in Elugbe (1989) for some Edoid languages is not attested in any lect of the
Igbo cluster. After careful comparisons of reflexes of the array of sounds across Igbo cluster
lects, twenty-two proto consonant phonemes and ten vowel phonemes are reconstructed for the
cluster.

2.1.1 Proto consonants of the Igbo cluster



Table 1
Six classes of consonants at five places of articulation have been reconstructed. The consonants

and their reflexes are discussed below (correspondence sets (CS) 1-22); the lexical items
exemplifying the reconstructions are indicated in parenthesis and fully laid out in the Appendix.

2.1.1.1 Plosives * p *b *t *d *c *[1 *k *g *kp *gb

CS 1 * p>p, f(horn)

CS 2 * b>b, v, T (two, blood)

CS 3 * t>tf, ts, tf, s, (head, five)

CS 4 *d>d, dz, d3, z, dv, v (tail, tooth, steal)

CS 5 * ¢c>¢, t¥, t, tf, s (white, look for/desire)

CS6* >0, [y, d[, z, y (walk/go, sand, full)

CS 7 *k>k, tf, k™, h", kf, pf, (gather, hand, leg)

CS 8 * g>g, d3, g ">gv, bv, v, y (housefly, tall, thorn)

CS 9 * kp>kp, p*, K", p", K&, kf, p (bone, close/cover, seed)

CS 10 * gb>gb, b, g"", b", GB, gv (jaw, kill)

2.1.1.2 Implosives * b, *t= *d
CS11*b > b, b,v,w, f}' (lay egg, be angry, they)
CS 12 *t°> {5 t, tf, ts, t " (three, ear, ashes)

CS13*d > d,r, |, n(eat, tongue, bite)

2.1.1.3 Sonorants: * m, *nm, *n, *I

CS 14 * m > m (I/me, water)

CS 15 * ym > ym > m (know, give birth)
CS16*n>n>ny >l (give, four, bird)

CS 17 *1>1>n> n,y, (bury, ground/earth)



2.1.1.4 Fricatives: *f, *s, *X

CS18*f>f o, B,v,h hy, hw,y, w, kw (twist, fly, belly)
CS19*s>s,rh,r, 1, [, 3,2 ¢,h" h k" (theft, face, year, roast)
CS20*X >¢g,X,w,V,n, 1, w (yawn, grey hair, goat, drink, bathe, sun)
2.1.1.5 Approximant *y, *w

CS 21 *y >y >n (cold, he/she, we/us)

CS 22 *w > w >n" (break/split, jump)

2.1.2 Proto vowels of the Igbo cluster
Table 2

All lects of the Igbo cluster have the following eight vowel phonemes /i, iL][1, e, a, 0, [, (1, u/

which fall into two harmony sets of the type +1 ATR. Each of these vowels can appear both in

prefix position and in noun and verb roots i.e. V-, and -CV. Some lects such as Izii, Ekpeye,

Nenwe and Qhaogzara have a ninth vowel /[1/, which is used mainly in prefix position,

corresponding to /a/ in other lects. However, in a few lects, /[1/ also brings about distinction in

roots. Examples in Qhagzara are yé ‘fry’ and yé ‘he/she’, méel[] ‘blood’, mé¢ ‘wine and maa

‘spirit’. In some northern lects such as Nsukaand Udi, some unrounded central vowels [ ¥] anc
[+] as well as a sound similar to the central vowel or schwa [ 3] in English are also heard. This
schwa sound’ a tenth vowel, is accepted as a phoneme in Udi and Nsuka since it distinguishes

minimal pairs. Examples in Nsuka are no ‘give’ and n | ‘hear! Nasality, which is a feature of the

syllable is also distinctive in some Igbo lects. In such lects, nasality usually spreads from the

vowel to the consonant of the syllable. Examples in Owere are s/ “pound’ and s[_ “clear bush!

The existence of contrasting oral and nasalised roots with the nasality located on the vowel in
some lects leads to the postulation that the proto-language had oral and nasalised vowels.
Altogether, therefore, ten oral and ten nasalised vowels have been reconstructed for the Igho
cluster.
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Table 1:

Phonemic Consonant Chart of the Igbo Cluster

Bilabial Alveolar Palatal Velar Labial-Velar

STOP

PLOSIVE pbtdc [k gkp gb

IMPLOSIVE Tt d

NASAL m ngm

FRICATIVEfs X



LATERAL [J

APPROXIMANT y w

Table 2:

Front Back

Expanded

Highiioiooiooo O Cud

Mide&ceoaa 100

Phonemic Vowel Chart of the Igbo Cluster

Lowaad
APPENDIX

Horn Two Blood Head
Proto Igbho *Upa *DiDCi00ba *Tballa * )t
Ekpeye Upé Hit bl bald/(étéké) i
Qgbakiri mfil ebl] bara risi’
Owere mpi abrin “b"ara o
Onicha mpi I0b 4 (mmeel )/ bala isi
Ukwuani mpi ebl [ (édékée) i




Izhii mpu eb(] (méé) i
Other Igho Ndele Ndele ev(] Ndele [Ifara Ogidi itsi
Lects mfu/mfu ’
Ohafia mgbé!i Oba itli/isi
Ogba
mpe/mfe
Outside B — pémbé PLC *iba Urh. > -bala B* - tli ‘head’
Cognates
B — poka PE *i-vo Egene a-blra PE -* U-
chiomhi, A-
PB badi Ife Togo am-bara
P.1j.
PWS —gi, - ba Anaang i liib/obara | tiI I Ti010]
PWS - gi-, -
gui-
-li-, lu, - ti
Ikakumo it[1u
Five Tail Tooth Steal
Proto Igbo *[ifie *d] *daé *dii
Ekpeye [isé\[Tisel] (ewolo\iwuly) ilzé z(
Qgbakiri is&L] Cddd i1zé vu
Owere ise Cd"C(d") élzé zii
Onicha isé Cdr] glzé zu
Ukwuyani isé CdCidOmdrdo ézée 20
Izhii isé CdzC ézé zil[ta
Other Igbo Lects | Ogidi itsé Ohaozara Ogidi é!dzé Ogidi — dza (+
Okwele it[1é L ‘ orhi)
Cdoo/ridze Obolo Afo izé )
‘ Ndele — su (+
Aku [dv(] vusu)




Outside PE * ii- PE * U-thiomhi, | PLC * é-d(It/a- PYIG *ji
Cognates ‘chiNanhi A-
Efai [Idje PE * do
PLC *ition Ayere un—du
Obolo (LC) Arigidi — de
PP twon PP dum édr]éd
Epie —dd
PJ ton (i-) Plj. 0-tuma
) PWS —
PB — taano,- Ikakumo orum/i- glll,gia,glliu
taanu ‘stetlen’
- cdano,-caanu PLC * [Jip
Akunnu iJol B * - jib — ‘steal’
P.lj. stinlrl]
White Look for/Desire Walk/Go Sand
Proto Igbho *[illca *c[ ] *(e *i0Da
Ekpeye sall (wuddiga) 26 iz8 1124
Qgbakiri riftla too 78 riilza
Owere (tila to dile aldlla
Onicha Ttra too dré aldna
Ukwuani Tta too dré édi14a
Nenwe Cca/tYa cCnvr 1é ¢4
Izhii Ctoa/va dnl dié édla
Other Igbo Ohaozara - [/c& | Obolo t[16 Agbani - [1é Ohaozara - §[1a
Lects ‘
Isnu- 14 Ebiriba — ge Ndele — rsal]
Ndele — r(Jsal] Igho Etiti — ve Isnu—all14&
Outside B * - cak- PE — khil1[JNa B * - canga
Cognates A
‘desire, search Arigidi — d3 [ Emh (NWE)
for’
PWS - kia &-J0abani




PS — giau Arigidi [elle/itfa
B * géend-, jend Ikakumo -
Otodo
PLC - sana
Obolo (LC)
atJjan/ntitaak
Full Gather, Carry Hand Leg
in hand
Proto Igbo * i *Kill [ *éka * ki
Ekpeye yula (modoi) ékall (Uko)
Qgbakiri diin tin akall oo
Owere doa toior aka al'ysl
Onicha doa i aka al'ysl
Tka dra toio /o éka Tk
Nenwe 0 tic éka ('kpa)
Izhii diii toilCta éka Cpfd
Other Igbo Qhaozara — [1U Okocha
Lects Igbo Etiti — dzu o
mpflitCl/Ckpa
Outside PLC * [1[k B * -ki- Ehueun a-ka—arm | PYIG * -kii
Cognates ‘ ‘knee’
Ahan — a-pk[| Gather (fruit) P.ljoid *kaa
Ehueun ull-ko[]
Ayere — ngo Syb i-ka = Finger A
Ikakumo ukai/a-
CB - yUj- B * - kaca ‘hand’
‘ Bamoun kut
= become full Ahan nguka
PLC * U-kdd/a-




Housefly Long/Tall Thorn Bone
Proto Igho *ogi *6g0 *ogiiu *[kpL|
Ekpeye odLftdi (Cka)) alg“i Ulkpo
Qgbakiri riitve’ 6961690 i'gu C'kpCkpt!
Owere i0dO/ic 6g616g6/(ak"a) 619""u CpStpC
Onicha idoitdoi 6gon6go 6lgwii CpStpC
Ukwuani gilli 6gon6go 6guu C'kpCkpt!
Izhii idoidoi 6goldgo 6bvu Ckpl
Other Igbo Ndele r 1z Nsuka C/gLlICid | Agbani 6!vi Ohaozara
Lects ) I kpl
Ebiriba 6!gvu
Outside PE *A- Urh o-grogro PLC ukakam/n- PE * Kua
Cognates khilJ[INa,
i0- Ondo go B * -gunga PJ kup (ku-/a-)
PLC * uson/n- | Edo 6gologd PB - kupa
PYIG * V-cici | =a very tall man PWS - kd, -kup,
-kua
Arigidi itftf i Deg. Ogodo/ o
PLC * []-kp[]
PP tiug Ogodogodo ;
Arigidi é'kp1
PJ — kyin (ki-/i- | =tall, long
)
PB - g, gingl
Close/Cover Seed Jaw Kill
Proto Igbo *kpu *kpl O] *agba *gh
Ekpeye kputé CkpHL agba gbU
Ogbakiri kpusnil | mkp [Ir( aba gbu




Owere p Ut hi/k™ a1 mp L r] ab"a/ag""a 0
Onicha p=u mkp 11 ara [V
Ukwuani kputJi mkp /11 agba gbu
Izhii Kput( i akpiirc] agba gbu
Other Igbo Okocha putl[ i Ohaozara Echie ag™"a Ohaozara — GB(
Lects oo ) )
Ebiriba kfutCi | m!K®[]
Outside B * -kdnik- Edo i-kp_l PYIG * a-gba | PE * gbeGi
Cognates o
‘cover’ Egene [IkplIri[] PE * A- PWS - gue
gbhamhi ‘tolten’
Auchi ukpa’mi P.lj. &gba ’
PS —ku
B-pek-e Ahan amgba ‘sterben’
PLC m-bén PLC * gwod
B * -banga B* - bad - 'kill’
Lay Egg Be Angry They Three
Proto Igbho *[f *[é *[13 *Nipdioottiodd
Ekpeye i [1éni (+£gba) 1816 it
Qgbakiri bi Wé+lwé b et
Owere yi (+ak""a) Wé+iweé 1y"o/(ha) at*rf
Onicha yi Weé+iweé (fa) it
Ukwuani yi We+iweé Wa/wé gt
Izhii iwé = wickedness | (epfhe) (e[1€) etl]
Other Igbo Ehugbo wo Okwelle atio
Lects

Ohaozara (hé)

Obolo atio




Outside Syb yélyi Deg 14l PYIG * ¢-ta
Cognates N N
Isoko ye Syba-wl] PJ tat (i-)
Deg bie ‘give Isekiri a — na Ikakumo taarh
birth’
) PB —ho PLC ita
PB — biad-
PWS - ba- TIV tal
‘give birth’
PUC ttan
PE*iCOi00-
chaGill [
PB — tatu
Plj —ta(@)ru
Ear Ashes Eat Tongue
Proto Igbo *etil (] *i0 0% *[f ié
Ekpeye gtel (E inlinlin) Ui (+ Uid) illoL]
Qgbakiri fisil (] rét(] ri (+ wirf) laloL]
Owere at"icc A" ri (+nri) iré
Onicha Atic o fatl li ilé
Ukwuani At oo ftl It ilé
Izhii atic o fitl ri iré
Other Igbo Achintsill [ | Isiala Mbano at"(] | Agbani ghli/ri Ndele riro(!
Lects ‘
Ndele ) Agbani - ntet+ - | Igwuruta ndi = food | Obio nrard
nllil 0] ttheit
Osumenyi ndi = food
Outside PYIG *e-ti | Ahan - endiidii PLC * lia PE. * U-
Cognates ’ dhamhil1(], A-
Ahan endi Oyin - [In-d6 PE * “dhil ][]
Akunnu indal’
PLC * u- PUC - t[p (k0) PYIG * Jg




tp/a-
PLC * n-ton Cama: li/di/ PJ dema (ri-/a-)
PE * ghU-
chOIGill], PJ —ton (u-li) PJ dyi i PBC - lem (li-
A- /a-)
PB - t0, tté PB di
PBC - tipi PB - dime, -
(ku-/a-) B * -tGé Arigidi dze dimi
PLC * ¢ — Iéme,
a_
Bite I/Me Water Know
Proto Igbo *a+ 160110 *ma *mil] 1 *nma
Ekpeye tall+én[10] m/mel] mi'ni mad il
Qgbakiri tall+rénl0] mé mi'ni mar[
Owere ta+ar(] mi[ C/mm(fmmi mmi'r ma
Onicha ta+all mi| mmi!lf ma
Ukwuani ta+él [l mLi/mmé mmilii ma
Izhii ta+ér m] mi!ni ma
Other Igbo Ndele tar) + Agbani- | Amaigbo gma
Lects rén] mC i OO /mOX o
Outside PLC * Iom PE * me mhe PE * A-mil][IN, PYIG * méa
Cognates i00-
B * - dum- PYIG * 0-mi, il (] Ahan ma
‘bite’ PYIG * 0-mi
Arigidi ame PB - man-
Auchi —ta PJ — mbyed
PLC * ami - mani-
Syb —ta Plj. * D&di
N PP mi o
Isoko (][] PLC *-mllilly
’ PB mi
Igala Il Ahan — o-mi
PWS mi ‘ich’

Arigidi —ri/ta




Give Birth Give Four Bird
Proto Igbo *Nmod *nio *Oipcind1d *£nd
Ekpeye mL (Clgwl) nell/[1é iocnd “n]
Ogbakiri mi| Oel én(_)[ “InCnC
Owere m] [1é an(/nn( finlInc]
Onicha mi] - icCn fAinlinl]
Ukwuani mi| yé en’i finln(]
Nenwe m] [1é el finlInc]
Izhii "'l yéta eka/(hé) enl| enl
Other Igbo Lects | Qkocha — n*[f Ogbah —nilJ10) | Egbemaill/ILl | Egbema
) nnlIn(]
Amaigho —nm(] | Nsuka - no
O’ha(‘)za‘ra
LnCint]
Outside Cognates | PLC * man — PLC *n[/ L PE * nio
Tiv—mal PE * na PYIG * é- PLC * i-nunén
rile’lit i/
C. Kambari Edo — ng B*-nCnilQ
) PJ ndin (i-,a-)
ma (tsd) = bear Syb —n1 ‘bird” Gt
Plj i-noni
child, fruit Arigidi - gbal1[] Uda (LC)
PLC * inian tnagu/n-
PE * m> ‘bear Erusu - [Ja
fruit PB —ne,-me Gt
PB — nink-
-ni Gt
PWS - na,-nan-
ni
Bury Ground/Earth Twist Fly
Proto Igbo *Ti *elil 170 *fir) *fé




Ekpeye lir elel] (pilJ [Jm4) wé
Qgbakiri lil] elinir hyil100] hwé
Owere li ala hyil [ fé
Onicha ni anil ] firlrl fé
Ukwuani i anill[] fior fé
Nenwe i alior vyl vé
IZhii li alicio swill[] é
Other Igbo Lects Egbema—aliti [ | Ohagzara Oka Bé
Nrobo —allitl] | OyilJC]
Agbani
Cwé/e/fé
Outside Cognates PLC * 0-li = PYIG * V-Ig Edo xig& Egene -
grave fillCanil]
PWS - la Auchi “ki
PYIG*d’i = ‘ PYIS * fo “fly,
bury an object ‘erde, unten’ B pillat jump’
make rope by
Arigidi — Ahan - ale twisting PS pi “fliegen’
lyul/lul’]
PJ - ndip
PS —nli
Plj - diBi
Belly Theft Face Year
Proto Igbo *0iodfdd *[0si * [isui *3sua
Ekpeye Cwid (Hgbl) (UpiL) ala
Qgbakiri rThYf sl rah™u/rahd ah"a
Owere & 6!(11/6!hyi ihwu/ihu afo




afi/avr]

Onicha ird aro
Ukwuani &fr 6rIii ist asa
Nenwe évi o1 ihu ah(l
Izhii é00 o aja
Other Igbo Lects | Nsuka éh(’ Ogidi 6!rhi Okocha ikwti | QOkocha aak"a

Okocha ¢k"[/ Ndele va!su Ogidi irhi

Oka apL] Nrobo if(
Outside PE * dhi[ (- B * -cUma = thief | PLC * i-s6
Cognates phaNi 1, A- énem

PYIG * i-fu B * -ci6

Intestine, ‘guts’ -cit

PCJ pu (ri-/a-)

*B-pu

‘stomach’

PS puullni

‘Bauch’

Roast Yawn Grey Hair Goat

Proto Igbo *s(] *Xé *Ox *6X 3
Ekpeye nC/(O 000 wa’l ['wal’ Cwe! (4gelé i)
Qgbakiri hYC/(rc)) Xall + [xara rowe owul]
Owere h" I/ Xélyé awl éwi/ex
Onicha rel Xeé uxelé awl éwu
Ukwuani sl mé Xé 0x6lé W[ éwl
Udi ha/(1 xé éwl X U/éX 2




Izhii hi'bé Xé gwl éxu
Other Igbo Lects | Nsuka ha Ehugbo gé ugéré | Ehugbo ég. Ehugbo éwu
Ogidi rhi| Ohaozara yé Ogba éx [/
) ’ ayélré
Nrobo fyil1[]
Outside PYIG *s[] PYIG * [lalya Bantu — bai PE *E-bh(1il107,
Cognates 100-
PJ tén-a ‘burn’ Edo nana = white hair
PLC*é-bad/i-
B * tumb-roast Epie ye (bele) P.lj. iCalu
PYIG*e-‘b0
PWS tua, (to) Egene wllra
(awo) ‘she goat’
rolIsten
Ibibio nwanade PBC - bwon (i-/i-
)
PJ yam i
PB - budi
P.lj. awiid
Kana (Ogoni) pée
P-1j. 6bori
Drink Bathe Sun Cold
Proto Igbo *i0] * X9 *4X i *6yi
Ekpeye gwl /gLl h"[ya elalgw(] Ckalyil (]
Qgbakiri gwl hya (chalm) iyi
Owere nl (sa)/ocd algwl olyi
Onicha (&) T ywi wi analwl’ olyi
Ukwuani (18) wi anwl | /(gL ) oyil
Udi o 15 €hd gyalwl olyi
Izhii nl’ wi agwl oyi
Other Igho Nsuka Ebiriba — hii/wil | Ogba - &!Jil][]




Lects nillC/pwlta
Ehugbo — w( Agwa — aly[]
Outside PE * yoN> PE * khue PS —Xui ‘sonne’ lyede (Isoko)
Cognates ‘
PYIG * ym[ PYIG * gwe/glle | Gestirn o-Llelle
Uro (Akokoid) Syb — we Ibilo - 010J-hC] Urh - 0-
ngo Ciliro
PB - koo ‘wash’ | Akunnu — gl lwul]
PJ pgwam
’ PWS - gua, gual- | Arigidi —ul1h(]
PLC *gwliy
; ‘waschen’
Ikakumo - w [
He/She We/Us Break/Split Jump
Proto Igbho *yé *eyil 107 *Wa *w(]
Ekpeye yala yéé walill (ma/pé)/wL]
Qgbakiri ayil 0] twa (gb)) ehwilrl
Owere ya anios wa wil/mC]
Onicha ya anioc wa wi
Ukwuani éya alior wa wllw L Ui0 C/(kpLnt)
Izhii ya atior wa (pfL))
Other Igho Ohaozara v Nrobo Ogba — WL
Lects aalnir[]
Nsuka —wJliJ O
Outside Ibibio al 1€ Ibibio n(Jin | Bantu —baa- | Igala—wi
Cognates split
Bantu * yé PLC *allit Ibilo - “b>
= Il gkiri e-ng Auchi —u-0[]
he/him/she/her | /ele
Aviele — 0-w[1[]
Degema eni
Obolo (LC) wulul]




Urh (all)ani




