Abbreviating hames in ancient Egypt

Naming was an important practice in ancient Egpbper names expressed existence and identity.
Whenever a person’s name was erased, this meanhé¢hperson himself was erased from remembrance as
if he had never existed. It was therefore importaritave one’s name recorded and perpetuated. A3 dle

of the Eloquent Peasant states: ‘goodness shoyldteet ... he who performs it ... his name will never
vanish upon earti And said by the nomarch Khnumhotep II: ‘I madédite the names of my fathers which

| found destroyed upon the gateways ... indeed, ha Bxcellent son who perpetuates the names of
ancestors?.

Despite this importance of the explicitatiomaimnes, we encounter proper names written in aldiesi
form. Onomastic lists contain abbreviations of gapbic names, and it seems that the singular marks
encountered on a corpus of marks’ ostraca fronvittegye of Deir el-Medina represent abbreviatiofis 0
personal names.

The main question that will be addressed in theifeds: how do the abbreviations relate to thefeums of
proper names? In semiotic terms, how do the abdmexviforms transfer meaning, how do they signiéy th
referent? Moreover, questions such as ‘is thegsts constrained by rules to which an abbrevitiad
must adhere in order to signify the referent?’ @imite Egyptian words have no fixed spelling, mag w
assume this for abbreviated forms as well?’ wilBbidressed. During the lecture | will take into
consideration the (non-alphabetic) writing of Eggptnames by means of pictograms with iconic or
phonetic values closed by means of a determinéthassifier), as well as the observation that tlaeks and
symbols used for abbreviation are signifiers ofedént kinds, thus presenting different semiotlatiens
with the referents.

In spite of Langendonck’s justified objections agiithe isolation of personal and geographic propenes

in linguistic research, | will concentrate on thése forms of proprial lemmas mainly because theem
Egyptian sources thus far do not seem to providdeece for the abbreviation of other forms. Aftdoraef
introduction on Egyptian proper names, abbreviatioingeographic names are discussed by means of the
ancient onomastic lists and the symbols in PapiReisner II. A discussion on the abbreviation ospeal
names built on Ranke’s study Burznamerf as well as on the Deir el-Medina marks’ ostradfes. In the
conclusion | will recapitulate the methods of abimon and, using semiotics and cognitive lingoist
amplify the relations between abbreviated propenesand full forms, as well as the question whether
system within which they operated was rule-conséai
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